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Hitting Back...
DIRECTIONS
by
Dr. Clay Smith
Lead Pastor

When I was in first grade, I was scared of
Joby Skitka. It was his third time through
the first grade, so he was bigger than the
rest of us. He got into fights, and was
always winning when the teachers intervened. He was sent to the office so often,
there was a chair reserved outside the
principal’s office with his name on it.
I told my brother I was scared of Joby.
Steve told me that if he hit me, I should
hit him back. Somewhere in my mind,
there was a pause. Though I was five, I
learned in church that I was supposed to
turn the other cheek. I protested to Steve
that Jesus told me I wasn’t supposed to
hit back, but turn the other cheek. Steve,
whose theology had advanced to junior
high level, told me “turn the other cheek”
was for church, but “hitting back” was for
school.
Maybe it’s this election, or maybe it’s just
where we are as a people, but sometimes
I feel like the whole world has gone crazy.
There are tragedies of black men being
shot by police compounded by greater
tragedies of protests that turn violent.

From Ferguson, to Minneapolis, to our
backyard in Charlotte, people turn to
violence to express feelings of resentment
and powerlessness. In one week, a lawyer
shoots people in Houston because he
dislikes his job, nine people are stabbed
in Minnesota, and seven are stabbed in
Boston. No one is turning the other
cheek. Everyone is hitting back.
I watched the first debate between Hillary
Clinton and Donald Trump. I know it’s
politics, but it felt more like a first grade
playground: “You attack me and I’ll
attack you back.” Couples come to see
me about their problems and after a few
moments it feels just like the debate:
“You hurt me, I’ll hurt you.”
When I got better teachers than my
brother, I learned Jesus meant it when he
said “Turn the other cheek.” Not only
did he say it, he did it. Spat upon, beaten, nailed to a cross, he did not tap into
all his power and hit back. Somehow
that day, Jesus’ refusal to hit back meant
violence and hate were stopped in their
tracks. It took incredible strength for
Jesus to turn the other cheek and not
look back. It always takes more strength
to not hit than to hit.

As we move into the post-Christian phase
of our culture, we’ve lost this core teaching of Jesus. We’re reverting to old ways
of believing violence is the answer.
That’s why it is imperative that those who
follow Jesus live by His way, not the way
of the this world. That’s why we need
to grow our strength and trust. We need
strength to receive the blow and not
strike back. We need trust so we can
believe God’s way is superior. It’s time
for the people of God to do something
counter-cultural and not hit back like
everyone else.
A couple of years ago in my hometown
newspaper I saw this headline: “Man
Killed by Grandson in Domestic
Dispute.” Turns out Joby Skitka was
killed by his grandson in an argument
over a knife. It made me sad, for Joby
and for his grandson. They never
learned Jesus’ way is the way to life;
hitting back leads to death.
Have you learned Jesus’ way?
Grace,
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Friday, September 30
6:00p Parent’s Night Out, Kids Halls
Sunday, October 2
Christmas Packs for Prisoners Collection Starts
Worship Services (8:30, 9:45 & 11:00am)
LIFE Groups (9:45 & 11:00am)
5:00p Deacon Outreach, Worship Center
Monday, October 3
6:00p Quest LIFE Group, 118
Prayer Group, 119
7:00p Worship Service, Worship Center
LIFE Groups for babies-5th grade
8:00p Sermon Discussion LIFE Group, 118
Tuesday, October 4
6:55a Men of Impact Bible Study, Worship Center
10:00a Grief Share Class, 119
James Book Class, 118
6:30p Precepts: Romans Pt. 1 Class, 208
7:00p Celebrate Recovery Worship, studio4.3
8:00p Celebrate Recovery Shared Groups, studio4.3
Wednesday, October 5
2:00p Praying Ladies, 119
4:00p In-Depth Bible Study, 202A
5:00p Fellowship Meal, Worship Center
6:00p Adult Discipleship Classes
Awana (newborn-5th grade)
The Mix (Middle School), studio4.3
7:30p the Mix (High School), studio4.3

CELEBRATE THE SERVANT LEADERS OF THE WEEK

Vision Council & Stewardship Team
Ready to find your purpose in serving others, but not sure where?
We can help! Contact Stacy Wright: swright@adbc.org

Thursday, October 6
9:00a MOPS, Worship Center
10:00a Thimble Thursday, 104A/B
5:30p Tech Talk, Balcony
6:00p Vocal Team Rehearsal, Green Room
7:00p Worship Team Rehearsal, Worship Center

ATTENDANCE 9/25 & 9/26
8:30am………...………..........…...238
9:45am.………....…………...........532
11:00am…...…………..................512
Monday Night………………..……… 148
Total…………………………...…..1,430

Saturday, October 8
10:00a Stitches of Love Quilting, 202C
12:00p Crafters’ Escape, 202C

Wednesday Fellowship Meal | October 5

Sunday, October 9
Worship Services (8:30, 9:45 & 11:00am)
LIFE Groups (9:45 & 11:00am)
4:00p HELPS Ministry Team Meeting, 201
5:00p Deacon Outreach, Worship Center

LIFE GROUPS 9/25 & 9/26
Adults…………....………….…....... 393
Students…….....………….………….139
Children…..…...………….….…..… 170
Preschool…................................170
Total........................................872

Fried chicken, mac-n-cheese, green beans, & dessert
Kids’ Menu: same as adults
$5/adults, $3/kids under 12, $15/family max

